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Patrick Autréaux

Patrick Autréauxwas bornin 1968. He quit his job as an ER psychia-
trist to dedicate himself to literature. He published three works
aboutthe experience of disease, Dans la vallée des larmes, Soigner
(Gallimard) and Se survivre (Verdier), as well as a theatrical piece
Le Grand Vivant (Verdier), produced in 2015 at the festival d’Avi-
gnon. In 2017 he published La Voix écrite (Verdier), a reflection on
medicine and literature. Writer in residence at Boston University
in 2018 and 2019, visiting scholar at MIT in 2018, he created the
seminar Through a writer’s eye.

PUSSYBOY

128 pages, published in March 2021

In Pussyboy, Patrick Autréaux remembers an intense, loose rela-
tionship in a lasting yet tenuous affair, after a casual encounter
with a man, a fuck buddy but a regular one.

Zacharia turns up when he likes, without much warning, and
doesn’t always stick to dates. But each appearance triggers an
almost automatic re-awakening of desire. The narrator is passive,
or is at any rate in a perpetual state of expectation, consciously
taking on the cliched role, in this odd couple, of the sailor’s wife.

Zacharia plays on another cliche: an Arab man, clothed in the requi-
site attributes that are cap and waist bag, who dreams of going
home, refuses to be penetrated and finds it difficult to accept his
sexuality. Sex between the two of them is both intense and harmo-
nious.

The issue here is penetration as will and representation.

Reviews

“Pussyboyis a powerful and unsettling tale, frank but never crude, and
radical in everything it reveals. A fine prose maker has written this book,
rolling out a subtle and inventive language, deftly handling the semantics
of the sexual act without ever lapsing into either affectation or vulgarity.”
Guillaume Lecaplain, Libération

“Pussyboyis (...) a book that breathes freedom and joy.”
Claudine Galea, Remue.net

Patrick
Autréaux
Pussyboy

By the same author
éditions Verdier

Quand la parole attend
la nuit, 2019

La Voix écrite, 2017
Se survivre, 2013
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Patrick Autréaux

LE GRAND VIVANT i
(The Great Living) Autréaux

Le grand vivant

48 pages, published in January 2016

A hurricane is looming over the city. As the narrator watches the
wind and rain through the window, reminiscing over the loss of his
grand-father, he suddenly notices that the old elm tree, in which
he has long confided, is about to fall. He is transported in a journey
of introspection, from uncertainty to terror, on the edge of abyss,
towards a new beginning. The hurricane is an intimate one, the

turmoil is within himself. In this text written for the theatre, Patrick
Autréaux captures amoment of innerimbalance, the bashful unvei-
ling of an intimate grief.

Reviews

“Le Grand Vivantis a story about what inhabits us, a story about the
darkness, doubt, and fear we carry within ourselves, but also about our
capacity for redemption.”

Avril Ventura, Le Monde

“l discovered Patrick Autréaux’s work some years ago when | was a
member of the jury for a writers residency grant. Reading a few samples
of his prose in his application file, | clearly realized | had just made an
important literary encounter, such as do not happen very often. And | was
not the only one: the jury selected him unanimously.”

Eric Simard, Le Courrier du Sud
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Romain Bertrand

Born in 1974, Romain Bertrand is a research director at the Centre
d’études et de recherches internationales and a specialist in
modern and contemporary Indonesia. He has written many publi-
cations on the issue of European colonial dominance in South East
Asia.

QUI A FAIT LETOUR DE QUOI?
(Who Discovered What? The Magellan Affair)

144 pages, published in March 2020

In five brief chapters, Romain Bertrand invites us to take another
look at the Magellan affair and shows us that the Portuguese
explorer and his crew played a far less decisive role than history
books led us to believe.

We know of course that Magellan left for the Indies via the western
route in 1519 and that he did not circumnavigate the globe, as he
died two years later on one of the islands in modern day Philip-
pines. It was Basque captain Juan Sebastian Elcano who steered
one of his ships past the Cape of Good Hope and returned to Spain
in September 1522. We even know that Magellan the “discoverer”
had notreally launched into this voyage to prove that the Earth was
indeed round, but for his own personal gain.

Romain Bertrand narrates these and many other facts, bringing
fresh insight into all the protagonists involved in this voyage.
Magellan loses much of his stature, to the benefit of the 242 sailors
of all nationalities who embarked with him, as well as the inhabit-
ants he met.

The historianis careful to compare well-known sources with Malay
chronicles, taking care to examine the tales and words reported,
and to look beyond the Europeans’ assurances. The identity of the
Malay world is partly restored in the process. The book reveals a
dense, vibrant and complex world that experienced “globalization”
well before the Europeans did.

Who Discovered What? borrows from different styles—detective
novels, explorers’ tales and scholarly conference—to give readers
a fresh take on Magellan.

Romain
Bertrand

Qui a fait le tour de quoi?
Lifiire Magellan
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Reviews

“With a brief and cutting tale, which mocks ‘whiny colonialism’, Romain
Bertrand aims to breathe life into those who have long been seen as
extras in history with more humanity.”

Rémi Noyon, L'Obs

“A brief text which brilliantly combines a scientific approach and
rigorous historical study with a style that s lightin touch and not devoid
of humor.”

Jean-Marc Daniel, L'Express

“Who Discovered What?is the tale of an expedition of course, butitis
also an expedition in itself, one in which the author has embarked upon
with all the archival and bibliographical rations that his ship could carry.
The book contains an impressive amount of research. Some thirty pages
atthe end book direct the reader to sources old and new, for each salient
point. Armed with all this scholarly material, we are swept along on what
is a most fascinating journey.”

Frédéric Werst, En attendant Nadeau
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Beéatrice Commenge

Béatrice Commengé has written several novels. Her experience
of dance, libraries and travel has prompted her to revisit, amongst
others, Nietzsche, Rilke, Henry Miller, Holderlin and the city of
Alexandria. She has also translated a dozen books by Anais Nin.

ALGERS, RUE DES BANANIERS

128 pages, published in September 2020

“Fate had me born on a piece of land whose history could be told in
two dates: 1830 and 1962. Like a person, French Algeria was born,
died and lived. Fate had me born in the heights of the White City,
in a street bearing the pretty name of “Rue des Bananiers”. | had
learntto play and to laugh in its softlight, | had learned about differ-
ences. | had liked school at Au Soleil and cinema in the afternoon.
| had discovered friendship and cultivated a taste for happiness.”

In retracing a family history that spans four generations, Béatrice
Commengé subtly interleaves childhood memories with the history
of French Algeria. Drawing on the very palpable spirit of the place,
she offers unique depth to the story of a period in time whose past
is still very much in our present.

Reviews

“(...) Béatrice Commengé weaves into this significant and brief tale
personal memories, genealogical studies and History. It runs through her
family’s destiny, in one hundred and thirty-two years of conquest and
colony.”

Véronique Rossignol, Livres hebdo

“Béatrice Commengé’s narrative style (...) deliberately avoids any form
of nostalgia. Itis almost an exercise in anthropology, but one of a highly
literary kind. The writing is so beautiful that you feel the urge to underline
every single sentence.”

Alexandra Schwartzbrod, Libération

“A dazzling tale.”
Elisabeth Barillé, Le Figaro magazine

Béatrice
Commengé

Alger, rue des Bananiers

By the same author
éditions Verdier

Une vie de paysages, 2016

La danse de Nietzsch
(paperback), 2013

LITERATURE
|_NEW RELEASE |

Alain Fleischer

Alain Fleischer was born in 1944 in Paris. He is a movie maker,
writer, visual artist and photographer. He currently heads the
Studio national des arts contemporains du Fresnoy.

LA VIE EXTRAORDINAIRE DE MON AUTO
(The Extraordinary Life of my Automobile)
192 pages, published in January 2021

One day, an architecture student purchased a pale blue, 1939
Viktorie type A. He had no idea of the vehicle’s many faculties...

Strange incidents soon occur. When an inattentive driver crashes
into the car, the bodywork repairs itself. This playful car also
conspires to instigate meetings, which is how the student gets to

meet Justine, not far from Charenton, where the Marquis of Sade ?lleailsl;her
was interned in an asylum. Later, students from Angola damage its P
bumper and the young women take him to their uncle, a “mechanics dl s e
wiz”.

Just a car? Really? Then why is it that all the characters the
narrator meets—baker, salesman, café owner and private detec-
tive alike—are all called Pessoa, like the Lisbon poet? A car whose
radio broadcasts the news from the 1940s and whose wing mirror
reflects the image of cars of that period can only be enchanted.
The young architect drives as far as Bratislava, birthplace of the
factories that built this model, in an attempt to solve the mystery.

. By the same author
Reviews éditions Verdier

“Alain Fleischer crafts a whimsical tale, drawing on what he holds Mummy, mummies, 2002
dear: history and remembrance, eroticism and fantasy. This talented

and visionary author introduces the reader to his passion for words and

images.”

Gilles Heuré, Télérama

“Fleischer’s latest opus touches on philosophy, erotica and science-fic-
tion. Literary genres are not just intertwined, they meld into one another,
which is justthe sort of trick the writer uses to critique our society.”
Vincent Roy, L'Humanité

“There is something irresistible about this whimsical tale. It leans both
towards philosophical tale and spoof erotica.”
Bernard Quiriny, L'Opinion
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Rebecca Gisler

Rebecca Gislerwas bornin Zurichin 1991. A graduate of the Institut
littéraire suisse and an MA in Creative Writing from Université
Paris-8-Saint-Denis, she writes in both French and German. She
is also a translator.

D'ONCLE
About Uncle
192 pages, to be published in August 2021

About Uncle tells the story of an uncle, a man who has been stuck
somewhere in his childhood at the ends of the earth for the past
fifty years. In the light of extraordinary circumstances, possibly
forced confinement, the narrator gets to observe this man closely,
with his doubtful hygiene, strange habits, ill health, abnormal build.
He is definitely much too small, too fat and too afflicted by a limp for
this world. She surveys him from all angles, attempts to solve what
looks very much like a mystery, comes up against the brick walls of
family forgetfulness, the tiresomeness of an impossible life and an
uncertain future. She speculates and hallucinates, a prerequisite
when faced with this uncle, who is stubbornly present and a chal-
lenge to any kind of conformity. The portrayal of a family and of a
new age provides the background for the story. They are eccentric,
like all families and all ages. Maybe rather more than that? Readers
should beware of hasty conclusions...

In her first novel, Rebecca Gisler adopts the writing style of a fasci-
nated and amused entomologist, aiming to cover a topic that is as
strange as itis endlessly intriguing.

10
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First Novel

To be published
in German

LITERATURE

Guka Han

Guka Han was bornin 1987 in South Korea. She studied artin Seoul
before settling in Paris in 2014. An MA in Creative Writing from
Université Paris-8-Saint-Denis, she now writes in French, her
adopted language. She is also a translator.

LE JOUR OU LE DESERT EST ENTRE
DANS LA VILLE
(The Day Desert Entered the City)

128 pages, published in January 2020

“No one knows how desert entered the town.” Thisis how “Luoes”,
an anagram of “Seoul”, starts, the first of the eight short stories
contained in this collection. “Luoes” provides a clue to the oddness
that pervades this polyphonic book.

A character rejects the clamor of the world, another urinates “to
extinguish the fire outside, in the town”. This one decides to flee
but on returning, cannot be sure he simply dreamt it, and that
one lives in an abandoned tower, living off the city’s waste. Here,
each person—although, appearances aside, could it be the same
person?—seems to be living in exile, somewhere between child-
hood and adulthood. They are (all?) unable to communicate with
the world and the beings that surround them and have to rely on
an overly acute perception of images, sounds and smells to try and
escape from a ghostly future.

Reviews

“A wonderful, stylized collection, tapping a well of powerful echoes
inside oneself, repeating faintly, but insistently.”
Flore Delain, En lisant, en écrivant

“This is a strange little book, an enchanting one, and very much of our
times.”
Eleonore Sulser, Le Temps

“Magical realism slips into this book, as the author describes a kind of
weightlessness inside, in eight short stories. Guka Han sketches people
who are affected by a form of second sight that almost makes the world
alientothem (...). Delicately crafted, these short stories celebrate the
absence of quietude.

Anne Crignon, L'Obs

"

Guka Han

Le jour ot le désert
est entré dans la ville

First Novel

Rights sold in
Japan and Corea
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Michel Jullien

INTERVALLES DE LOIRE
(The Loire by Intervals)
128 pages, published in February 2020

Standing on the bridge in Nevers, three good friends are contem-
plating the flowing Loire river. They are about to turn fifty and vow
to row down the Loire in a flat-bottomed boat. This school boyish
idea will take them to the ocean.

With this book, Michel Jullien has us traveling along for the next
five hundred miles in the skiff's ten square feet, sleeping every
night on a differentisland. This is no log book, however. There is no
recounting of events, no daring feats among the crew, no startling
occurrences and there are no weighty descriptions of the abun-
dance of heritage on view as they journey. In other words, it is a
no-sport, no-culture chronicle and a topsy turvy narration.

Michel Jullien renders each physical, sound and visual impression
of placid recreation on the river. What do we see from a boat that
we see differently from the shore? What becomes of a town you
have rowed through? What links the walker’s steps to the rower’s
strokes? And what uncouples them? How do thoughts run through
your head as the oars hit the water? What do you talk about on
board? How do you see the scenery from the middle of the river?

Reviews

“In The Loire by Intervals, Michel Jullien takes us on board a whirl of
sensations and feelings. Amid sand and tidal mud, fish and insect life, the
river is a long and beautiful ribbon teeming with life.”

Sylvie Anibal, La Montagne

“This book is a literary find (...). You savor and enjoy it deliberately and
slowly, suspending time so that you can keep pace with the three rowers.
| can guarantee that The Loire by Intervals will stay a good long while in
my library, in the pantheon of great river trips.”

Pierre Assouline, La République des livres
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By the same author
éditions Verdier

L'Tle aux troncs, 2018

Denise au Ventoux, 2017
Yparkho, 2014

Au bout des comédies, 2011
Compagnies tactiles, 2009
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Michel Jullien

L'ILE AUX TRONCS
(Trunks on the Island)
128 pages, published in August 2018

Itis May 1945 and the Soviet troops have just hoisted their flag on
the roof of Berlin’s Reichstag. Three years have passed and the
roads of Leningrad are awash with veterans, patriots and their
dulled acts of bravery, and grievously injured youth, tarnishing the
glow of victory. Some of these parasites are packed off to Valaam,
a Karelian island somewhere in one of Europe’s largest lakes.

The book opens with a striking traveling shot of the small island
community. The camera is then trained on Kotik and Piotr, the
former has one arm and one leg, the latter has no legs. Everything
brings them together: dates, ages, medals and wounds, the Soviet
momentum, their aborted youth, their veteran’s pension, vodka and
much else. Confined to the island, the two companions worship the
aviator Natalia Mekline (1922-2005), a sister in arms who is way out
of their reach. They know all about her bravery and every evening,
they unfold a photograph they have of her. Nearly four years after
their exile on Valaam Island, Kotik and Piotr hatch their plan. They
will leave the colony and cross the lake to pay her homage. And off
they go on their escapade...

Reviews

“The sheer Beckettian absurdity of Michel Jullien’s novel removes us
from the tragedy of existence and history. Instead, it shines a light on

its beauty, with the portrayal of a friendship that is both profound and

hilarious. Trunks on the Island is the ability to conjure poetry from love
and friendship, in any circumstance.”

Gabrielle Napoli, En attendant Nadeau

“The author writes with direct reference to these men’s bodies, the
desire and the pain in their absent limbs. In a breathtaking book, Michel
Jullien refuses to bury history and seizes both the unknown and the
invisible.”

Gladys Marivat, Lire

“The writing is a treat, baroque, and bursting with stark images and
rough words, describing the tragic aftermath of war thatis both funny

and picaresque.”
Muriel Steinmetz, L’'Humanité
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Jean-Michel Mariou

Jean-Michel Mariou is a journalist and editor.

POISON D'OR
(Golden Poison)
192 pages, published in April 2021

For more than a hundred years, men have been extracting gold from
the bowels of the earth in the Orbiel Valley north of Carcassonne,
in France. Poison has been extracted too: arsenic, without which
there would be no gold. Prospectors came from Belgium, Australia
and Paris. For their part, laborers, who had often abandoned their
villages’ vineyards and fields, risked their health and their life for
the promise that mining offered. Which is how, from 1890 until the
present day, large amounts of poison have contaminated earth and
water.

The families we follow throughout the century gather together the
victims of history, with its booming call of the great wars and social
struggles that overwhelmed them.
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By the same author
éditions Verdier

Le Chauffeur de Juan, 2019
Ce besoin d'Espagne, 2013

LITERATURE

Anne Maurel

Anne Maurel is a specialist in 19*" century literature. A professor,
she taught literature in Paris.

LA FILLE DU BOIS
(The Girl in the Woods)

96 pages, published in January 2021

In 1918, the grandfather of this story’s narrator was injured in the
face. Later, he held a reserved post as a road mender. He led a life
that could be described as uneventful, a quiet life, and died in 1973.
After his death, no traces of it remained. All the physical clues to
his existence, even his name, had been wiped out. He remained in
his granddaughter’s memory in a few fleeting mental images.

And yetthe signs he never stopped sending since his death, almost
fifty years ago, required this tale to be told. Among many unset-
tling coincidences were the startling and sudden appearance inthe
sphere of perception of a being or animal associated with him, an
echo that added his voice to others across time and space, relics in
the air, laid over the landscape.

The narrator’s love of books, and walking, came from her grand-
father. To describe him, she looked up his record in the Great War,
very perfunctorily. This is hardly an investigation, unless its object
is the enigma of his still palpable presence.

Reviews

“From seemingly insignificant morsels, Anne Maurel crafts a story with
an admirably judged tone, all the more moving that it avoids lyricism, a
preference she shares with her grandfather.”

Camille Laurens, Le Monde des livres

“Wonderful, moving and astonishingly beautiful are the words that
come to mind when reading The Girl in the Woods by Anne Maurel, just
published by Verdier. The language of this book communicates emotion
without ever succumbing to lyricism, making a point of honor to refuse
any aggrandizement. In this first novel, Anne Maurel looks back on her
grandfather’s destiny. (...) this season’s great revelation”

Johan Faerber, Diacritik

“Anne Maurel’s writing has a light, impressionistic touch, infused with
discreet echoes and subtle traces, providing us with a beautiful portrayal
of the girlin the woods.”

Libération
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Anne Pauly

Born in 1974 in the suburbs of Paris, Anne Pauly lives and works
in Paris. Avant que j'oublie was awarded the Prix Livre Inter 2020.

FABULEUSE
(Fabulous, A Portrait of Dolly Parton)
64 pages, to be published in October 2021

Whereas generations of fans throughout the world fight tooth
and nail about who deserves to be crowned queen of pop, there
is one reigning monarch everyone can agree on: Dolly Parton. She
is a country singer, pop star, actor, business woman — and the
possessor of three-hundred-and-sixty-five wigs. Dolly Parton has
always been fabulous, from the early Nashville years to her adven-
tures in Hollywood, with her wonderful songs, her devastating
sense of humor and her cute trailer-trash look.

But why is she so fabulous? Is it because, like Jesus, her story
starts in a stable? Is it because she turned Elvis down and navi-
gated a man’s world? Is it because she never let a single man shut
her dreams down? Is it because she performed her gender well
before Judith Butler? And became a feminist well before they were
onthe scene? Isitbecause Jolene, her greatest hit, has gotto mean
something we've all missed? Or is it fundamentally because she
became a queen but is still a country girl at heart?

Having visited every nook and cranny of the pop world, Anne Pauly
has acquired a taste for kitsch, camp and overlooked icons. She
portrays Dolly Parton as a secular saint, spreading the love with
her amazing songs. Holly Dolly!
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Anne Pauly

AVANT QUE J'OUBLIE
(Before | Forget)
144 pages, published in August 2019

On the one hand, there is the one-legged alcoholic colossus, and all
that goes with it: domestic violence, irrational behavior, daily drama.
A «big dud» according to his daughter, a punk before his time. On the
other hand, there is the self-taught reader of Eastern spirituality,
with a thwarted artistic sensibility, who every night tenderly kisses
the pixelated portrait of his late wife; my father, says his daughter,
who alone can see under the appearances of the former. Then there
is a suburban house set in a former rural and working-class world.
Something has to be done about the house after the death of this frail
colossus, this Janus-faced father. From its appalling jumble arises
an endless maze of signs and memories as his daughter undertakes
a methodical sorting of his belongings. Those collections of haikus,
interspersed with maple leaves and sheets of toilet paper as book-
marks, what do they say about her father? The daughter herself, the
narrator, struggles to find consistency amid such chaos. And then, one
day, as if coming from the past and speaking from beyond the grave,
a letter arrives, revealing the whole truth about her beloved father
whom she resembles so much in spite of the social gap between them.

Reviews

"A discreet and sensitive novel, playing on different registers and tone
shifts... Anne Pauly takes a cruel and humorous look at the hours and
days following the loss of a loved one, injecting the right dose of self-de-
precation and anger."

Thierry Clermont, Le Figaro littéraire

"Itis the best discovery of this new literary season: with Before I forget,
Anne Pauly signs an unusually splendid first novel. This vibrant story
delves into the memory of a father for whom his daughter in mourning,
between grief and drollery, sets out to build a radiant mausoleum."
Johan Faerber, Diacritik

"It was the longest mass of all Christendom, writes Anne Pauly with
disarming fatalism. Strangely, in Before | forget, it's the most farcical
details that bring tears to one’s eyes, as if grief was tickled by some
mischievous little character."

Erik Grisel, Glamour
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Lutz Bassmann

Lutz Bassmann belongs to a community of imaginary authors
invented, championed, and literarily realized by Antoine Volodine,

Lutz
a French writer of Slavic origins born in 1950. Volodine's many Bassmeim
celebrated works include the award-winning Minor Angels, which Black Village

blends science fiction, Tibetan myth, a ludic approach to writing,
and a profound humanistic idealism.

“Lutz Bassmann
fut notre porte-parole

BLACK VILLAGE jusqu'ala fin

la sienne et

celle de tous
etdet

208 pages, published in August 2017

Two men and a woman in rags, Tassili, Goodmann and Myriam,
forlorn poets and former members of an Action cell who barely
know each other, walk in the darkness following their death. The By the same author
road is endless and monotonous. They must learn to walk together ~ éditions Verdier
through darkness and the quirks of time which alternately stretches  Les aigles puent, 2010

or shrinks, leading nowhere. In an effort to settemporal landmarks  Haikus de prison, 2008
along their journey, they tell stories. They would like those stories  Avec les moines-soldats,
to be engraved in their memories and to accompany their progress 2008

towards the end. But, whatever their content — hectic adventures,

violence, revenge, dreams, criminal missions, fantastic explora- Rights sold in ltaly and
tions —, they always stop in the heart of the action. Images emerge, 0 (Jnited States
colors and anecdotes blaze, but suddenly a mysterious force inter-

venes and shears ruthlessly the narration. Once again, darkness

erases all. As the narrations are interrupted, the novel becomes a

chamber of echoes. Tassili, Goodmann and Myriam continue their

long walk without knowing whether they will eventually disappear,

and whether the extinction will last the time of a snap of fingers, or

athousand years.

Reviews

“A collection of a rare intensity, upheld by a staggeringly powerful prose.
By breaking the narrative codes and upsetting the genres, it offers, in
the midst of disaster itself, a reinvented literature asserting the infinite
potential of language.”

Héléne Giannecchini, Art Press

“Black Village is an enigmatic and perfectly composed voyage to the end
of night; it spins tales of childhood, love and bereavement that find an
echo in the other works of post-exoticism.”

Jean-Didier Wagneur, Libération
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“Under the pen of Lutz Bassmann, even more so than other heteronyms,
the plot gives way to the landscape: the fierce magic wrought by the
shamanic word is transmuted into a surrealist epic. Lautréamont meets
David Lynch.”

Sean James Rose, Livres Hebdo, 16 June 2017

Lutz Bassmann

DANSE AVEC NATHAN GOLSHEM
(Dancing with Nathan Golshem)
192 pages, published in January 2012

Every year on the autumnal equinox, Djennifer Goranitzé takes a
harassing journey to the landfill where her hushand’s body was
dumped by the military. In this barren wasteland haunted by stray
dogs and seagulls, she calls his name, Nathan Golshem, and she
dances night and day until he is summoned back from the dead
to share her love again. Together they remember their comrades
of arms, their hopeless toils and struggles, the crimes they have
witnessed or committed. This dance of eternal recurrence blurs
the limits between truth and lies, guilt and atonement, memory and
oblivion. From Lutz Bassmann, fictional author created by Antoine
Volodine, comes a darkly romantic novel set in a post cataclysmic
world.

Reviews

“Dancing with Nathan Golshemis a wonderful romance about bygone
fights, whether real or recreated by incantation, as well as an introduc-
tion, chilling or ironic, to the literature of those who will come.”

Alain Nicolas, L'Humanité

“A brief and haunting novel encapsulating the ambitions of the great
post-exoticism project. It resonates with quivering voices in the chaos
of an inhuman world, celebrating the complex and ironic grandeur of
resistance.”

Hugo Pradelle, La Quinzaine littéraire

“Bassmann-Volodine signs a nightmarish fable, bearing both political
and dreamlike elements, in which humanity, grabbing machine guns and
courage, dies while losing its language.”

Etienne Ducroc, Technikart
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Pierre Bergounioux

Pierre Bergounioux, born in 1949, taught French literature at the
Beaux-Arts (school of arts) in Paris. He lives with his family in the
Chevreuse valley. A keen entomologist, he also practices sculpture.
For his whole work, he won the Great Prize of Literature 2002
awarded by the Société des gens de lettres.

UNE CHAMBRE EN HOLLANDE
(A Room in Holland)

64 pages, published in October 2008

Inanimaginative tribute to Descartes, Pierre Bergounioux recounts
the life of the French philosopher until his writing of the Discourse
on Method, in the Netherlands, where he had exiled himself.
Beyond the biographical narrative, this scholarly and poetic book
about the birth of rationalism in Europe opens a broader reflection
on the relationships between space, extension and thought, on
exile, religion, and language.

Reviews

“Pierre Bergounioux takes us on a brief historical survey of Europe,
presented as a vertiginous traveling shot from the Roman Empire and
the slow Christianization of the Western world, to this room in seven-
teenth-century Holland, where the dark and free voice of a thinker of a
new kind resounds.”

Frédéric Boyer, Libération

“In this essay on the history of thought, Pierre Bergounioux[...], whom
we deem to be one of the best prose writers of his time, traces with
scholarly forcefulness the birth of our contemporary rationality.”
Oriane Jeancourt-Galignani, Transfuge

“The author gets us to reach the most common place of Modern Philos-
ophy, the famous cogito ergo sum of the Discourse on the method, with
the same emotion it must have aroused, if notin its author, at leastin his
contemporary readers.”

Andrés Barba, El Cultural
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David Bosc

David Bosc was born in Southern France in 1973 and studied Poli-
tical Science at the universities of Aix-en-Provence and Siena. He
lived in Paris and Warsaw before settling in Lausanne, Switzer-
land, where he works as a publisher for Noir sur blanc.

LA CLAIRE FONTAINE
(The Clear Fountain)
128 pages, published in August 2013

The French painter Gustave Courbet spent the last four years of his
life in exile on the shores of Lake Geneva in Switzerland. He was
wanted by the police for the demolition of Napoleon’'s Vendome
Column during the Paris Commune. In July 1873, he set off on a
donkey for exile in Switzerland and made his new home in a studio
in La Tour-de-Peilz. There, he captured the majesty of Lake Geneva
on canvas, in all its colours and moods; exhibited his latest pain-
tings; made love with Juliette, his Piedmontese housekeeper; sang
in the village choir; cursed the police, who were pursuing and
harassing him; and drank himself to an exhausted death at the age
of 58. The Clear Fountainis a semi-biographical novel, interspersed
with original source material from letters and legal and police
documents; with brilliant word pictures and a powerfully eloquent
musicality. It contrasts Gustave Courbet’s life of excess with the
calm, majestic shores of Lake Geneva.

Reviews

“David Bosc has penned one of the best written novels of this literary
season. A language full of finesse, sensual, meticulous, precise pervades
The Clear Fountain."

Pierre Assouline, La République des livres

“David Bosc has apparently immersed himself in the paintings of Gustave
Courbet and created from them his own writer’s palette.”
Eléonore Sulser, Le Temps

“The Clear Fountain paints a shimmering portrait of Courbet’s time in
French Switzerland, at the same time giving us twin views of the lands-
cape of Lake Geneva —in words and pictures.”

Anne Pitteloud, Le Courrier
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Patrick Boucheron

Patrick Boucheron (born in 1965) is a historian and professor at
the College de France, specializing in medieval history. He is the
author of many works including most recently Conversations sur
I"histoire (Verdier,2012) and Conjurer la peur. Sienne 1338. Essai sur
la force politique des images (Seuil, 2013) translated as The Power
of Images: Siena, 1338 (Polity Books, 2018).

LEONARD ET MACHIAVEL
(Leonardo and Machiavelli)
160 pages, published in September 2008

At the Ducal Palace of Urbino, in late June 1502, Cesare Borgia
summoned two of the greatest minds of his time. One was a
renowned artist and engineer named Leonardo da Vinci; the other
a young and ambitious diplomat, Niccolo Machiavelli. Combining
literary fiction and shreds of historical evidence, Patrick Boucheron
reconstructs the encounter behind closed doors of two free-
minded spirits who witnessed the power and the glory of Renais-
sance ltaly. A powerful reflection on the writing of history.

Reviews

“Neither an essay nor a novel, Patrick Boucheron’s narrative finds the
point of balance between storytelling and history. [...] His Leonardo and
Machiavelliwill satisfy both the scholarly craving for knowledge and the
reader’s aesthetic enjoyment.”

Claire Judde de Lariviere, Le Monde

“The strength of this dazzling text lies in its discretion. Its erudition is
all in nuances, its narrative thread is lace-like. Beyond the conversation
lostin the night of Urbino, it is about understanding what it means to be
‘contemporaneous' and ‘contemporary'.”

Pierre Assouline, Le Magazine littéraire

“0One of the merits of this book is to give us a taste of the qualita dei
tempi, the deep and brutal shift produced by the «descent» of the French
armies from 1494 and the beginning of the «wars of Italy», which obliged
to think, write and paint differently.”

L'Histoire

“Patrick Boucheron [...] writes not only history but also a treatise on how
to write history. [...] Profound and fascinating, Leonardo and Machiavelli
is a small masterpiece.”

Ana Maria Vara, La Nacién (Argentina)
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Jean-Louis Comolli

Jean-Louis Comolli, born in 1941, is a French writer and documen-
tary film director. He was the editor of Les Cahiers du cinema from
1965 to 1973.

UNE TERRASSE EN ALGERIE
(A Terrace in Algeria)
192 pages, published in February 2018

In this intimate history of the Algerian struggle for independence,
Jean-Louis Comolli remembers his youthful years in a country
which still belonged to France but in which war would eventually
shatter Albert Camus’s dream of a free union between the Alge-
rians and the Europeans.

Jean-Louis Comolli brings the colonial psyche to light and captures
the film of memories. A film he rewinds while, day after day, his wife
Marianne is losing her own memory. Remembrance and amnesia
answer each other in a vertiginous dialogue: «Mustn’t there be
two of us to remember what we have lived together? What sense
would there be in remembering alone what was putin common? Or
in being alone in forgetting? That which is erased from Marianne’s
memory, is it not also being erased from mine?»

Reviews

“Aterrace in Algeriais interwoven with fragments of inheritance and
information that the teenager, garners as a silent witness. In Jean-Louis
Comolli, we feel the will to negate nostalgia so thatit does notimpinge on
the analysis.”

Claire Devarrieux, Libération
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Didier Daeninckx

Didier Daeninckx, born in 1949, has been awarded many literary
distinctions (Grand prix de littérature policiére, Prix Goncourt de la
Nouvelle, Prix Goncourt du livre de jeunesse...), and his works have
been translated into several languages.

LE ROMAN NOIR DE L'HISTOIRE
(A History of Noir Fiction)
832 pages, published in October 2019

Seventy-six short stories, written in the past forty years, make up
A History of Noir Fiction. They retrace the convulsions of more than
a century and a half of contemporary French history.

Ranked by date of the events described, from 1855 to 2030, they
describe a startling journey of exploration that begins on a Channel
Island, where a poet has found exile, and ends on an interstellar
orbit, littered with space conquest debris.

The book’s eleven chapters meld into each epoch’s great move-
ments. The utopia of the Commune, the mighty crash of falling
empires, the refusal to obey, solidarity, a thirst for justice, ever-re-
newed hope—but also confinement, treachery, shattered dreams,
words that are no longer able to speak... The people that inhabit
this story are not those whose name history books have recorded
or whose statues attract the city’s pigeons.

A demonstrator from Mulhouse in 1912, a deserter in 1917, a
sportsman in 1936, a Spanish smuggler in 1938, a Belgian Roma
fleeing, an illiterate indigenous kid, a Kanak rejected, a blind pros-
titute, a steelworker scorned, an amnesic prole, a murderous rose
seller, a refugee from Calais, they are nobodies.

And in the words of the poet, they are everything.

Reviews

“With A History of Noir Fiction, you suddenly realize that remembrance,
clearly spelled out in the author’s first title, is the underlying theme of
hundreds of short stories, often written up from the notes scribbled

in exercise books, Zola-style. The author offers a tender and delicate
tribute to the lowly and the excluded. There are no affectations or miser-
abilism here, just acute sensitivity, and no squeamishness. This book
portrays a harsh and cruel world that fraternity and solidarity can make
bearable, where life thrives on hopes for the future, even in the darkest
times.”

Roger Martin, L’'Humanité
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Michele Deshordes

Michele Desbordes (1940-2006) grew up in Orléans, France. She
studied at the Sorbonne and eventually specialised as a book
archivist, working in Parisian universities and also as a lecturer in
Guadeloupe.

LA ROBE BLEUE
(The Blue Dress)
160 pages, published in May 2007

La Robe bleue is a compelling fictional portrait of the sculptor
Camille Claudel (1864-1943), who spent nearly 30 years of her life
locked up in a mental asylum. Years filled with the expectation that
her sole visitor, her brother Paul, would come and visit.

Although written in the third person, the narrative convincingly
presents the thinking, yearning and suffering of its subject. Michele
Desbordes’s prose reaches its point of excellence in relating the
calm tragedy of a feminine soul.

Reviews

“Free from unnecessary noise, away from the usual interpretative or
moral chatter, this admirable story by Michéle Deshordes enables us to
hear the vibration of suspended time, to follow the curve of an existence
that has been reduced to almost nothing, yet is fully alive and infused
with desire.”

Patrick Kéchichian, Le Monde

“The Blue Dress expresses the immobility of time in all its density through
the flow of Camille’s consciousness, in the same manner as sculpture, in
the immobility of stone, perfectly expresses movement, flesh and soul.”
Gabrielle Napoli, La Quinzaine littéraire

“Desbordes’s style is remarkable. [...] Her long, intricate sentences
mirror the mental processes governing a misunderstood, mistreated and
exceptionally gifted woman.”

John Taylor, Times Literary Supplement

“With a literary pulse that goes beyond the mere biographical account,
Michéle Desbordes reels the tragedy of this artistin The Blue Dress. A
novel in which tragedy and beauty come together through a woman who
sculpted and loved with the same devotion.”

Isabel Gonzalez, E/ Mundo (Spain)
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Michele Deshordes

LA DEMANDE
(The Request)
128 pages, published in January 1999

La Demande (translated as The Maid’s Request), Michele
Deshordes’s first novel, was published to enormous critical
acclaim. Set in 16th-century France, it tells of an unexpected
encounter between an ageing maidservant and an unnamed ltalian
painter — possibly Leonardo da Vinci. Bidden by the French king to
bring him “the certainty of beauty”, the painter is given a servant
and a mansion on the banks of the Loire. The unlikely attachment
between the two lies in part on an awareness of the imminence of
their deaths. The narrative culminates in her asking to continue
serving him after she dies, by offering her body for his anatomic
sketches.

Reviews

“Michele Desbordes does not write about painting, she paints with
words and composes this masterly late autumn painting where nothing
exists but the beauty and simplicity of gesture and observation, the mute
complicity of an encounter at the margins of glory, poverty, and old age.”
Michéle Gazier, Télérama

“Desbordes writes as Dutch genre painters once painted: her novels are
still lifes in which people are the objects of contemplation. She is clear-
eyed, never nostalgic.”

Kate Kellaway, The Guardian

“Ms Desbordes paints with words. Like the painter of her story, she
renders “the invisible” on paper. Her suggestive and poetic writing
captures the dense silence of two characters in the autumn of their
lives, trying to love and learning to die. And time, punctuated only by the
slow change of the seasons, becomes almost palpable: what the servant
offers to the artistis time regained.”

The Economist

“Best read like a sampler of meditative poetry, this slim narrative is as
much about the seasonal rhythms of life in the river valley as the artist’s
last thoughts and regrets. Master and servant share little dialogue, just a
comfortable acceptance of approaching death. This is a book that leaves
the smell of box-hedge and river water lingering in the nostrils.”

Emma Hagestadt, The Independent
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Samy Langeraert

Samy Langeraert was born in 1985. He lives in Paris.

MON TEMPS LIBRE
(My Free Time)

96 pages, published in January 2019

After a romantic breakup, the narrator of My free time leaves
Paris to settle in Berlin, a city he already knows for having spenta
ghostly winter there. Thus begin four seasons of vacancy, of time
freed from worldly constraints, which sharpens the perception of
the world. The young man experiences a radical strangeness and
loneliness, which is also that of a between-two-languages.

Berlin here appears in a new light. Far from the contemporary

clichés of a creative and frenetic city, this odyssey in minor Samy
confronts us with its meteorology, its flora and fauna, its periphe- Langeraert
ries, its outcasts and secondary characters. Mon temps libre

Reviews

“A motionless journey, away from all the clichés about Berlin, its inter-
national youth, hectic life, and convulsive raves, served by an exquisite
prose. For a first novel, it's a nice success, introspective, discreet,
muffled, a tad intellectual. And, in the end, we do not really know if the
hero ever comes back.”

Jean-Claude Perrier, Livres Hebdo

First Novel
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Christophe Manon

Christophe Manon, born in 1971 in Bordeaux, is the author of more
than twenty books. For his work Extrémes et lumineux (Verdier,
2015), he was awarded the Revelation Award by the Société des
Gens de lettres. He regularly gives public readings.

PATURE DE VENT
(A Chase After Wind)

112 pages, published in January 2019

All is vanity and a chase after wind, states the Ecclesiastes.
Nothing new under the sun, always the same story, the same
drama. Always the stupor of life, death, love, the omnipotence of
desire, the dazzle of the moment, the immanence of the present, the
joy and helplessness, the greatness and weakness of the human
heart.

Péture de ventis a hallucinated love song, a feverish and haunting
dance punctuated by luminous flashes and moments of grace. It
introduces the figures of the grandfather, the mother, the stillborn
baby brother, an exiled Rital ancestor who became president, and
many others. The voices of the dead may be heard, singing along
with the living, in a modest attempt to render justice to the intensity
of events, and perhaps bear witness to faint epiphanies.

Reviews

“Christophe Manon constructs a powerful story where the biblical
breath stirs a merciless war against life.”
Alain Nicolas, L'Humanité

“For Christophe Manon, the act of writing is a tool for protestand a
weapon against oblivion. In a feverish and hallucinated prose, Pature de
ventexplores our intimate relationships with our dead and the lasting
traces they imprint on our lives.”

Avril Ventura, Le Monde des livres
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Pierre Michon

Pierre Michon (born in 1945) is an author of high acclaim in France
and Europe. He was winner of the Prix France Culture in 1984 for
his first book, Small Lives, and of the 1996 Prix de la Ville de Paris
for his body of work. He lives in France.

Les Onze won the Grand Prix du Roman de I’Académie frangaise
in 2009. Michon was awarded many literary distinctions for his
entire body of work, including the Prix Franz-Kafka in 2019, the Prix
Marguerite-Yourcenar in 2015, the Grand Prix de la Société des
Gens de Lettresin 2014 and, in Germany, the Petrarca Preisin 2010.

LA GRANDE BEUNE
(The Origin of the World)

96 pages, published in January 1996

This spare, unforgettable novel is Pierre Michon’s luminous explo-
ration of the mysteries of desire. A young teacher takes his first
job in the little town of Castelnau, on the banks of the Beune
River, close to the prehistoric underground site of Lascaux. Lost
in a succession of rainy days and sleepless nights, he falls under
the spell of a local shopkeeper, a woman of seductive beauty and
singular charm. Yvonne. “Everything about her screamed desire...
setting something in motion while settling a fingertip to the counter,
turning her head slightly, gold earrings brushing her cheek while
she watched you or watched nothing at all; this desire was open,
like a wound; and she knew it, wore it with valor, with passion.”
She arouses in the narrator a burning lust and all the variations
of an excitement which is expressed through the rhythm of his
sentences, carried away like a gallop of reindeer in ancient times,
biting or fleeting like the wolf of cave paintings.

Reviews

"Yvonne [..] is one of the most attractive female characters | have been
given to meetin a literary work in a very long time. In a prose brought by
maturity to the climax of carnal precision, of sensual evocations, tender
or brutal, Pierre Michon describes a universe of evidences and myste-
ries, whose poignant and harsh memory is bound to haunt us.”

Jorge Semprun, Le Journal du dimanche, 18 February 1996

“A haunting, imagistic book, somehow both lush and spare, The Origin of
the World creates an effect much closer to a bewildering dream than to
the sturdy coherence of a realist novel.”

Martin Riker, Wall Street Journal
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“Lustis a common theme in literature, but rarely has it been expressed
as poetically and profoundly as itis in prize-winning French author Pierre
Michon's sliver of a novel, The Origin of the World.”

Regan McMahon, San Francisco Chronicle, 25 August 2002

VIE DE JOSEPH ROULIN
(Life of Joseph Roulin)
80 pages, published in May 2015

Vie de Joseph Roulin takes its title from the postman who sat
for Vincent Van Gogh when he briefly lived in Arles in the south
of France. As with the lives in Vies minuscules, the life of Joseph
Roulin is ordinary, in the greater scheme of things. Roulin thus is
a rare unbiased witness to the sublime moment of incarnation, of
“abstraction made flesh”. Through him Michon can approach Van
Gogh's art and construct the viewpoint of someone uneducated in
matters of art.

Reviews

“Pierre Michon approaches Van Gogh from the underside of his work,
through the eyes of someone who had no understanding of the fine

arts but had befriended a poor Dutchman who also happened to be a
painter. His short book has a subtle flavor, as amicable and dubious as the
bearded postman. Do not miss this small masterpiece.”

Monique Pétillon, Le Monde

“There is a fervent, possessed quality to Michon’s writing that can be
only faintly sensed in excerpt. His sentences, which often run on for
pages, dart digressively about, much like brushstrokes applied to a
canvas, gradually resolving their parts into a cohesive whole.”

The New Yorker

LES ONZE
(The Eleven)
144 pages, published in October 2009

The Eleven depicts the infamous actors of what historian Jules
Michelet described as a “secular last supper” through a group
portrait of the eleven leaders of the Committee of Public Safety
led by Robespierre. The masterpiece, commissioned during the
Reign of Terror, is allegedly the work of Frangois-Elie Corentin, an
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eighteenth-century painter from a rural background who embodies
the transition to modernity. Corentin’s work of art and the historical
tableau of the French Revolution come to life in dazzling detail as
Pierre Michon, blending fact and fiction, offers an astute medita-
tion on the nature of history itself and the artist’s role in it.

Reviews

“An admirable book, genius, completely dazzling and full of dread, dark
and brilliant, as if radiating with a black light.”
Nathalie Crom, Télérama

“Michon describes with such precision, with such force, that you start to
think [it] exists.”
Philippe Langon, Libération

“[Michon’s] aesthetic integrity and strict austerity have earned him the
adoration of critics and made him worth teaching in every university.”
Baptiste Liger, L'Express

“Michon’s novel is a conspicuous case of literature that plugs the holes
left by history. Neither Corentin nor his painting existed, yet by the end
of The Eleventhe reader feels that this imaginary canvas captures the
cultural watershed between the 18th and the 19th centuries with a
completeness achieved by no actual work of visual art.”

The Quarterly Conversation
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Mathieu Riboulet

Mathieu Riboulet (1960-2018) studied cinema and modern literature
in Paris and went on to direct several films and documentaries. He
leaves behind him a powerful collection of works.

ENTRE LES DEUXILN'Y ARIEN
(Nothing in Between)
144 pages, published in August 2015

The protestmovements of the early 1970s in Paris, Rome and Berlin
raised the issue of armed and underground struggle. They unbolted
a decade of open or latent political violence that would leave
dozens of dead, not to mention those who survived but, ghost-
like, carried their regrets, their depression or their cynicism into
the 1980s. Witness to this decade of rage and hope, the narrator
awakens simultaneously to sexual and political consciousness.
He partakes in the delights and dejections of politics and desire
alongside all those who, from Berlin to Bologna, from Stammheim
to Paris, fought the lethal forces which, since the end of WW2,
have made Europe the breathless continent we still live in.

Reviews

“1967-1978: from the assassination of Berlin student Benno Ohnesorg

to the execution of Italian deputy Aldo Moro by the Red Brigades. In
between? Ten years of lead, blood and sperm. A decade of bodies falling
under bullets or rising with desire; ten years of an erotic frenzy traced by
Mathieu Riboulet in this seething, tragic and sublime novel.”

Léonard Billot, Stylist

“Reflecting on the political use of violence, whether by revolutionary
activists or relentless State repression, this acute and lucid novel
describes the awakening of a young man to the sexual and political
conscience, as the narrator discovers simultaneously the homosexual
desire and the revolutionary struggle.”

Michel Abescat, Té/lérama

“An essential and forceful book, which gently closes the door on bloody
years and puts things in their right place.”
Sophie Joubert, L’'Humanité
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LES CEUVRES DE MISERICORDE
(Works of Mercy)

160 pages, published in August 2012

To feed the hungry, to give drink to the thirsty, to clothe the naked,
to shelter the homeless, to visit the sick, to ransom the captive,
to bury the dead — such are the seven corporal works of mercy
depicted by Italian painter Caravaggio in the early seventeenth
century. Pondering on this set of compassionate acts towards the
material welfare of others, Mathieu Riboulet sets out on a sensual
voyage from the altarpiece of a church in Naples to the back-rooms
of gay Berlin. Haunted by the world wars and the appalling violence
men inflict on themselves and on each other, the narrator strives
to recover some form of integrity through the body of his German
lover. A sensual reflection on twentieth-century history, violence,
and art, wandering from Caravaggio to Pina Bausch and Steve
McQueen.

Reviews

“All at once a narrative, an essay, and a meditation, this unclassifiable
book pursues a harsh and overwhelming path, with this leitmotiv
question: « What shall we do with all the dead, where shall we live, how
shall we love one other?”

Michel Abescat, Télérama

“Riboulet’s greatest strength is to suggest the movement of history
through the superposition of bodies, some of which are diaphanous as
ideas, others dense as desire. The body has a story, the body becomes
history."

Nils C. Ahl, Le Monde des livres

“Constructed on the model of the «breviary», from which its title is
borrowed, Riboulet’s novel, tense as a bow, carries us away by it its
significance, its commitment and its stakes.”

Igor Capel, Le Canard enchainé

AVEC BASTIEN
(With Bastien)

128 pages, published in August 2010

Bastien is a mystery: that of a country boy who dreams of being a
woman and makes a career in the porn industry. He shows it all:
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body, skin, ass, yet he hides what is most important: his story, his
life, his soul. The narrator, of whom we know nothing exceptthat he
enjoys watching gay porn, will strive to slowly unveil the mystery
of the boy on screen.

Reviews

“The author traces simultaneously the career of his poetic and desperate
character, and his own voyeuristic psychology [...] His novel investigates
the perspective on the male body from the porn film industry.”

René de Ceccatty, Le Monde des livres, 12 November 2010

“Bastien ignites desire, releases energy, delivers from death, thus embo-
dying the utopia of a world free from its shackles. [...] A masterly novel
of contemplation and desire, With Bastien is ultimately an act of faith in
literature.”

Michel Abescat, Té/lérama
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Olivier Rolin

Olivier Rolin was born in Paris in 1947 and spent his childhood in
Senegal. Considered one of France’s most distinguished contem-
porary novelists, he won the Prix Femina for his novel Port-Sudan,
while his Tigre en Papier was nominated for the 2003 Goncourt
Prize. Rolin has published both fiction and non-fiction and written
for the French daily Libération and for the weekly magazine Nouvel
Observateur. He regularly gives lectures in the U.S. and he partici-
pated in the 2008 PEN World Voices Festival.

VERACRUZ

128 pages, published in January 2016

In Veracruz, a French teacher is giving a series of disillusioned
lectures on Proust. He falls in love with a beautiful woman who
eventually fails to show up at their usual appointment and disap-
pears forever. A completely different story then begins. The
Frenchman receives four mysterious stories in the mail. Four
stories of wretched fates, half-confessed sins and criminal acti-
vities carried out without remorse by a defrocked Jesuit, a dodgy
trafficker, and a devious Greek. Resentment, thwarted desires,
desire for vengeance joggle in their disturbed minds, and bounce in
awriting sometimes realistic, sometimes hallucinated. The clammi-
ness of southern Mexico gives this kaleidoscope a stifling density.

Reviews

“An episodic novel, spiritual and surprising, which fathoms the depths of
feelings and probes into the human soul. The reader is carried away by
Olivier Rolin’s perfect style and chiseled prose.”

Laurence Biava, BSC News

“Rolin succeeds in giving each of his characters a singular voice without
ever losing his own, his unique style that has delighted us for over thirty
years and almost as many books.”

Jean-Baptiste Harang, Le Magazine littéraire
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Anne Serre

Anne Serre, born in 1960, published her first short stories in a
number of literary journals (such as L’Alphée, Obsidiane and the
NRF). Her first novel, Les Gouvernantes, was published in 1999. The
French literary critic Jean-Pierre Richard commented on her prose
in Essais de critique buissonniére (Gallimard, 1999).

PETITE TABLE, SOIS MISE !
(Little Table, Set Thyself)

64 pages, published in August 2012

The narrator of this short novel recounts her coming of age amid the
sexual frolics a bourgeois family in the 1970s. The magic formula
inspired from Grimm'’s tale, which gives its title to this book, turns
the kitchen table into an altar of orgasmic ritual. Around the table
are the father, who enjoys cross-dressing, the mother, walking
around naked, and their three little girls who partake in joyfully
incestuous relations. This fairy-tale account justifies all sorts of
sexual improprieties as the reader is confronted with an extrava-
ganza that goes way beyond good and evil. The young girl partakes
in the voluptuous freedom of her parents and sets out to explore
her own taboos.

Reviews

“Beyond good and evil, free from any vulgarity or proselytism, Anne
Serre achieves the feat of flirting with taboo without ever shocking.”
Marianne Payot, L'’Express

“Anne Serre has built her novel in the shape of an elegant and disturbing
tale, subtly scandalous, as ambiguous and seductive as a painting by
Balthus.”

Nathalie Crom, Télérama

“Anne Serre intrigues, unsettles, but also seduces. Wonder, ingenuous-
ness and lack of moral judgment draw around the narrative a hallucinated
halo.”

Hélena Villovitch, Elle
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Emmanuel Venet

Emmanuel Venet, born in 1959, is a psychiatrist. He lives in Lyon.

MARCHER DROIT, TOURNER EN ROND
(Walking Straight, Going Round in Circles)
128 pages, published in August 2016

The narrator, affected by Asperger syndrome, is madly in love with
truth, transparency, scrabble, logic, aerial disasters, and Sophie
Sylvestre, an old school friend he hasn’t seen in thirty years.
Fiercely hostile to the compromises on which relies ordinary socia-
lity, he is obliged to attend his grandmother’s funeral and is exas-
perated by her spurious funeral eulogy. He undertakes to set the
record straight by unravelling his family history in an interior mono-
logue. The day of reckoning has come. At the same time, he dreams
of experiencing true love with Sophie and of writing a treatise on
domestic criminology. Luckily, he also loves being left alone.

Reviews

“A humorous and caustic outlook, telling both a story of lucid loneliness
and a moral tale.”
Dominique Conil, Mediapart

“This very remarkable little novel is a hilarious shoot-out in the vein of
Thomas Bernhard, a great outpouring of family secrets.”
Eric Chevillard, Le Monde des Livres
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